illustrated. 35s.) London: Butterworth & Co. (Publishers) Ltd. 1958 . This supplement is divided into two parts, the first containing five original articles and the second being a noter-up which keeps the original volumes completely up to date.
The article on chemotherapy by Wilfrid Gaisford brings sulphonamide and antibiotic therapy up to date and points the way to new uses as we gain a greater understanding of virus disease. He indicates clearly the basic principles of chemotherapy and gives definite direction on dosage.
Julian Katz's short chapter on behaviour disorders makes interesting reading but lacks definite guidance to the practitioner in the methods he may use in tackling the problems that arise. An excellent article on urology by D. Innes Williams describes the scope of his investigations and stresses the importance of a good clinical history and observation of the patient, which will often reduce the number of special investigations required.
Articles on chromatography by C. E. Dent and electroencephalography by W. A. Cobb provide stimulating reading for all enthusiastic doctors. The techniques employed are highly complicated and the interpretation of the results is not yet clear cut, but they have already provided explanations of certain disease processes not known before, and here and there can be used for definite diagnostic procedure.
In Part II, the Noter-up, great care has been taken to cover every chapter in the original three volumes so that they are completely up to date. This is an excellent supplement which fully supports the original three volumes on Pediatrics. . This book embodies a careful study by a physician of over a hundred incidents of embolism together with a critical review of the whole subject. Most incidents were treated conservatively and it is this material which is most valuable as it gives a background against which the results of active intervention can be assessed. The author finds that spontaneous recovery is almost invariable in brachial or popliteal embo-lism. Embolism of the larger arteries carries a greater risk to the limb and in these cases embolectomy holds first place in treatment. Even in this group the statistical evidence in favour of surgery is not overwhelming. If cases of embolism in the aorta or in the main sites of lodgement down to and including the superficial femoral are considered, the figures are 50 % limb survival with non-intervention compared with 84% in the best surgical series quoted, that of Warren. Other published figures for surgery are little better than those obtainable without operation.
It is often found on the introduction of some new form of surgical treatment that the prognosis in the disease either in its natural course or with medical treatment is unknown. Examples that come to mind include arterial hypertension, portal hypertension, arterial thrombosis and certain cardiac defects. Arterial embolism used to lie in this category but Dr. Jacobs has done much to raise it from it. His book will be of very great value both to surgeons and physicians interested in cardiovascular problems. LeFanu's catalogue is a model for the extent and completeness of its information and for its urbane presentation. The descriptions are full and vivid; the provenance of the works of art is given, with notes of published reproductions. There are delightful sidelights on the subjects themselves. It is that rarest of catalogues, one to which one turns not only for specific information but also for the pleasure of browsing. What speculations could not follow the notes on the statuette of the bearded Hijmans van den Bergh that "in later life (he) wore a moustache but no beard"s? What may Queen Victoria have said to Thomas Walker "a Crimean casualty": did his jacket ever bear more than "a lance-corporal's stripe": and does one not look at the portrait all the more kindly for knowing that Walker recovered from his trephining? Another happy feature of some of the entries is the note of the opinion of the sitter, or the comment of someone who knew him, on the finished portrait or effigy.
The letterpress is worthy of the standard of the text; the half-tone illustrations, grouped together in one section, are pleasingly arranged, though they appear somewhat over-dark. With
